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SPEAKERS:

Frank Morton
Wild Garden Seed

Frank Morton became a seedsman as a natural part of his farming career. By keeping his own seed on his
first farm in 1980, Morton re-lived a compressed version of agricultural evolution and discovery. The
realization that seed saving was a basic act of self-reliance, that seed improvement was a natural act of plant
adaptation, and that an accidental cross between two varieties could be the basis of crop innovation, led
Morton to include seed growing and plant breeding in all aspects of his farming endeavors. Frank and Karen
Morton were salad green growers and innovators for 18 years before becoming full-time commercial seed
growers in 2001. Their company, Wild Garden Seed, is a partnership between their Shoulder to Shoulder
Farm and Gathering Together Farm in Philomath, Oregon, a 50 acre organic produce enterprise. The synergy
between seed production and innovation, and vegetable production for local markets, has created an
interesting model for the future of organic seed growers, breeders, and educators.

Andrea Berry
Hope Seeds  

Andrea Berry's passion for seeds started with an internship at Everdale Environmental Learning Centre in
2001 where she initiated the first seed saving projects for the farm.  Moving to the Maritimes soon thereafter,
Andrea's seed gardens grew as she became the owner and principle grower for Hope Seeds in 2004.  She has
continued to learn by sharing seed saving experiences with staff, interns and volunteers with Hope Seeds at
her family's certified organic farm in Belleisle, Nova Scotia.  Andrea has delivered numerous workshops and
presentations to media, community and school gardening groups, as well as organizing seed workshop
streams for annual Seedy Saturday and ACORN (Atlantic Canadian Organic Regional Network) conference
events.  Recently becoming a new mum in July 2012, Andrea is thankful for the time spent training staff and
working with contract growers to increase the capacity of Hope Seeds to offer quality locally-grown



organic seed, meaningful employment, and diverse seed selection so she can
spend more time with her "little sprout"!

Daniel Brisebois
Tournesol-Cooperative Farm  

Daniel Brisebois is the president of Canadian Organic Growers, co-author of Crop Planning for Organic
Vegetable Growers, and on the Eastern Canadian Organic Seed Growers Network's steering committee.
Dan is also one of the 5 members of Tourne-Sol co-operative farm (www.fermetournesol.qc.ca) in Les
Cedres, Quebec. Tourne-Sol produces certified organic vegetables, flowers, seeds, seedlings and herbal teas
on 12 acres rented from an organic grain farm. Tourne-Sol's products are distributed through a 250-share
CSA, farmers market, and on-line seed catalogue.
You can reach Dan at daniel@fermetournesol.qc.ca and follow his blog at www.goingtoseed.wordpress.com

Kim Delaney
Hawthorn Farm

Kim Delaney is a farmer based in Palmerston ON. Her business, Hawthorn Farm, produces organic
vegetable, herb and flower seed. Kim’s interest in seed production was sparked as a result of many years of
seed collection and production in a tallgrass prairie restoration program based in Chatham ON. On-farm
vegetable breeding and selection for short season growing continue to fuel her passion for seed. Kim and her
partner live off-grid, in a strawbale house surrounded by acres of meadow and woodland.

Loic Dewavrin
Ferme Longpré



Since 1993, Loïc Dewavrin is a co-owner of Fermes Longprés (2009) ltée., an organic grain farm that
produces cereal and pulses. Some of Loïc’s main agricultural concerns relate to the challenges of sourcing
seed for grain due to seed contamination, and farmer’s loss of autonomy faced with the choices offered by
the seed industry – particularly since the advent of GM crops.
As the vice-president of Coop Agrobio du Quebec, Loïc is responsible for projects that aim to secure a seed
supply for members. He has also initiated a OP corn participatory plant breeding project and a program to
detect GM contamination in commercial hybrids used by members of the group.

Patrice Fortier
La Société des Plantes

After getting involved in community gardening and urban landscaping projects, inspired by permaculture
principles and Seeds of Diversity Canada, he founded 11 years ago «La société des plantes» in Kamouraska,
Quebec. It is a small certified organic farm where he gives workshops and produces seeds of heirloom
vegetables and other mostly uncommon crops that are well suited for the northern gardens.
Après quelques années passées à concevoir des jardins urbains et à s'impliquer dans les jardins
communautaires, inspiré par les principes de la permaculture et aussi par le Programme Semencier du
Patrimoine du Canada, il fonde en 2001 «La société des plantes» à Kamouraska, Québec. On y produit des
semences certifiées bio de légumes anciens et d'autres plantes utiles peu communes bien adaptées aux jardins
nordiques et on y donne des ateliers de formation spécialisée

Yves Gagnon
Les Jardins de Grand Portage

In 1977, after studying at the Institut de tourisme et d'hôtellerie du Québec and working in restaurants, Yves
Gagnon experimented growing fruits and vegetables in British Colombia. He discovered how dependent
agriculture was on the agro-chemical industry. This realization has guided him since.
In 1981, with Diane Mackay, Yves Gagnon set up a farm in St-Didace in the Lanaudière region of Quebec.
They raised 3 children and built Les Jardins du Grand-Portage – magnificent ecological gardens with English
and Oriental gardens, vegetable, and herb gardens,  water gardens, and an orchard. These spectacular gardens
have been open to the public since 1990.



Though foremost a gardener, Yves Gagnon shares his experience and passion for the gardening  and ecology
by writing books and articles. His works include “La culture écologique pour petites et grandes surfaces”,
“La culture écologique des plantes légumières”, “Le jardin écologique”, and the children’s book “Un jardin
avec Aristott”. Yves Gagnon is known as an earth poet due to his collection “Terre Cuite” and his “cabaret
agroalinetaire” performances.
Yves Gagnon also collaborated on La Semaine Verte on Radio-Canada for 10 years. He regularly gives
workshops and talks  on ecological gardening and related subjects.

Nikos Kavanya
Fedco Seeds 

Greta Kryger
Greta's Organic Gardens

Greta Kryger started Greta’s Organic gardens (www.seeds-organic.com) in 1991 as a market garden, then
added a CSA  and some seed saving. As of 2002 the operation became certified organic and exclusively a
seed farm. Received the Premier’s Award for Agri-Food Innovation Excellence 2010 for establishing of a
certified organic vegetable seed farm. She is on the Eastern Canadian Organic Seed Growers Network's
steering committee. You can reach Greta at greta@seeds.organic.com

Jean-François Lévesque
Les Jardins de L'Écoumène  

Jody Lew-Smith
High Mowing Seeds
Jodi Lew-Smith, Ph.D, Director of Research and Development for High Mowing Seeds, joined the seed
company in 2003 as the Seed Disease Specialist. She earned her undergraduate degree from Smith College in
1989, her M.S. in Botany from the University of Massachusetts-Amherst in 1992, and her Ph.D. in Plant
Biology from the University of Minnesota-Twin Cities in 1998.  She studied turnip crinkle virus infection of
Arabidopsis thaliana for her master’s degree, and then regulation of telomeric DNA ends for her doctorate
degree. From 1998-2002 she was a Senior Editor on the BioKnowledge Library™ family of scientific
databases. In that position she developed a comprehensive database of protein information for the fission
yeast Schizosaccharomyces pombe.  At High Mowing Seeds she established a seed testing laboratory for
evaluating germination rates, seed health, and diagnostic consultation on plant diseases. More recently she
established the breeding program at High Mowing and oversees organic breeding projects in the crops of
cherry tomato, butternut squash, kabocha squash, summer squashes, pumpkins, peppers, and sweet corn. The
breeding program focuses on development of varieties that do well in organic production systems, have
unique combinations of traits, and are selected primarily for flavor, quality, and reliability.

 



Paul Pospisil
The Garlic News  

Paul Pospisil is the editor/publisher of the Canadian quarterly, the Garlic News and a recognized authority on
garlic.  In the Small-Plot Garlic Variety Trials, Paul conducts research on garlic and evaluates garlic cultivars
by conducting growing trials to determine their suitability for Canadian climate.
Paul is a retired military officer and professional engineer, in a 2nd career as a serious hobby farmer. Paul
and his wife Mary Lou moved out to their farm, called Beaver Pond Estates, in 1990 in order to build their
retirement home but soon became immersed in farming interests and community volunteering. They ran a
300- tap maple syrup operation, planted and ran a cut-your own Christmas Tree farm and had a market
garden operation for 10 years.
Paul & Mary Lou planned and organized the 1st Perth Garlic Festival in 1997, and assisted in the startup of
many garlic festivals since then. They have conducted an annual Garlic Field Day for growers at their farm
for the past 12 years and have another one planned for 2013.

 
Jane Rabinowicz
Bauta Seed Initiative  

Jane Rabinowicz is Program Director for The Bauta Initiative on Canadian Seed Security (Bauta Seed
Initiative, for short) at USC Canada. She has held this role since it was first first created in November 2011.
Having collaborated with seed and food actors to develop the Bauta Seed Initiative throughout 2012, she is
now spearheading its implementation in partnership with Seeds of Diversity Canada, regional organizational
partners, farmers, researchers and advisors across the country. Along with her role at USC Canada, Jane
works with the Silver Dollar Foundation (www.silverdollarfoundation.ca  and sits on the Board of Directors
of Centraide (www.centraide-mtl.org) and the Girls Action Foundation (www.girlsactionfoundation.ca).
Prior to her current work Jane was Director of Development at Equiterre from 2010-2011
(www.equiterre.org) and Executive Director of Santropol Roulant (www.santropolroulant.org) from 2005-
2010. Jane splits her time between Montreal and Ottawa.



Rowen White
Sierra Seed Cooperative

Rowen White is a passionate seed saver. She is from the Mohawk community of Akwesasne, and curates an
extensive collection of rare northeast native seeds.  She is the co-founder of the Sierra Seed Cooperative, a
local community seed organization focusing on local seed production and education, located in California.
Sierra Seeds is  building a rare and diverse seed collection, educating members about the practice of seed-
saving, and growing a community of caring farmers and seed stewards.   Her most recent publication is "
Breeding Organic Vegetables", available through Sierra Seed Cooperative.  www.sierraseeds.org

George Wright
Castor River Farm
George first grew his own crop of oats with his father in 4H at the age of 13.  Who knew that oats would
become his main cash crop 30 years later.  For the last 20 years he has been growing grains organically and
selling them at his local farmers’ market for the last 5 years.  He began direct marketing cereal grains
because corn and soy were the only crops he could sell at his local elevator. He mills about 12 different
grains into flour right in front of his market customers. Rolled and steel cut oats are his most popular
products.  Even though grains are absent from most farmers’ markets, his local market is the best(or most
lucrative) place to sell.  Being only interested in his local market, he freely gives out information and tips on
how what he has done and how it can be copied, modified and improved upon by any aspiring farmer/market
vendor throughout North America.


